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mittee over CIA activities.

On March 11, 1536, the then'

role of the. Central
‘telligence  Agency in South
Viet:-Nam and declared that
ithe reports that it was work.
fing at cross purposes to the
|State and Defense Depart-
itments were “wholly untrue.”
Ije also told his news con-
{ference that he saw no im-
‘provement in ‘the regime of
| President Ngo Dinh Diem and
his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu
‘since his remarks on a Labor
‘Day TV show suggesting
"‘changes in policy and per-
haps with personnel” as a
neeessary element to winning
Ahe war against the Com-
~munist Viet Cong, -
' “[ think we are still dealing
‘with the same problems we
‘were dealing with a2 month
.ago,” the President ssid with
implicd reference to the Diem-
{Nhu regime's refusal to under-
‘take political reforms,

:ClA Priretnai Topis

The President devolted a
«good share of hls 30-minute
Istews confercnee to the sub-
‘dett of CIA, & norivally sacro-
jsanet  matter  which  che
White House never airs in
{ public. i
to#f ¢can find nothing, and [
“have Jooked thraugh the ree.
cord very carefully over the
iiast nine months,” the Preai-
ident declared, “to indicuie
that the ClA bhas done any-
{thing but suppert: policy.

\ “I can assure yaou flatly that
ithe CIA has not carried out
iindependent activities but tine
japeratea under close conirol
of the Director of Central In.
telligence {John A. McCone),
operating with the coopera-
tion of the Natlonai Sccurlty

|

night vigorously defcnded the| He scknowledged that the
In-irceent “transfer” of John A,

Richard:on, CIA station chief
in South Viet-Nam, “has led
to surmise.” But he praised
Richardson e3 “a very dedi
tated public servant.”

Richardson reportedly was
recalled from his post in Sai-
gon liast week at the request
of U.S. Ambassador Henry
Cabot Lodge. Lodge, it is said,
thought Richardson's long ‘in-
timecy with Ngo Dinh” Nhu,
the real hoss In today’s South
Viet-Nam, was interfering with
curreat U.S. attempts to bring
about reforms in the Vietnam-
ese government,

Possible Disagresement

The President also acknowl-
edged that “down below” fn
the ranks of CIA, Siate and
Defense’ there may be “dis
ggrecment” over U.S. poliey
In South Viet-Nam. But he
suggested that this probably
waould be caused by the lower
echelons not being “wholly in-
formed" about necessarily top-
seeret polley declsions,

Allen W, Dalles, CIA diree:
tor during President Eisen-
hower's Admlnistration, had
declared In on interview ears

Scn. gonn F. henncdy (D-
Mass.) was part of a minority:
group which sought to approve!
Just .such a commiltee. The
bill, proposed by Sen. Mike
Mansfield (D-Mont.) was dosl

The President sald last night;
that he is “well satisficd withi
the present arranzement” of
having CIA's budget looked
over by a seclected few [rom
the Senate and House Appro-
priations and Armed Seorvices
Committecs, &nd its general
activities looked over hy his
own Intelligence Advisory
Council.

. He indicated that e cone
gresslonal budget supervisory
woiE was well known. Actualy
ly, Qonqgriess” has never act
knowlzdged the  membersiip
of these committees. And ihur
one matter ol ClA operation
these ledislators are privy fof

i ~-the budget—Iis kept sccret!

jeven from their fellow meme
Ibers in the Senale and Iouse,|

)
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licr yesterday that lnter-agen-.

¢y ‘“buckbiting” was making
CIA the scruegdat for “lack

of clearcut wperational policy.

In Wasiington.,

The I'rosident insisted Jast
night that “at the tpp" of each
agency, there now was “no dis-
agreement”™ on basie U.S, pol-
fey in South Viet-Nam.

The President yesterday also.
came out-in [lat opposition to!

a current proposal by Sen,
Erncat Gruening (D-Al2zska),
Sen, Eugene McCarthy (D-

Minn.) and others to sct up &

feated by a vote of 53 to 27 -
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